May 13, 2005

The Hon. Ralph Regula, Chairman The Hon. David R. Obey, Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

2358 Rayburn HOB 1016 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515 ‘Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula and Ranking Member Obey:

We urge you to support $53 million for the Arts in Education program at the U.S.
Department of Education in the Fiscal Year 2006 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Bill.

Time and again, parents, educators, employers, and community leaders tell us that
arts edncation is critical for preparing our nation's children to sncceed in school, work, and
life. Years of rigorous research demonstrates that a significant link exists between arts education
and students' academic performance, as well as their social development, motivations, attitudes,

and disposition toward Jearning.

We know the arts have the capacity to improve student achievement. Now, we need to
continue to identify the most effective ways to deliver arts education in today’s complex
educational environment. The Arts-in Education programs at the U.S. Department of Education
currently support model programs that bring arts education to whole schools, school districts,
and regions. The Arts in Education programs also support professional development of arts
educators, and the ongoing national arts education initiatives of the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts, and V84 arts. Model programs supported by the Department are already
showing impressive results. For example:

e Mississippi’s Whole Schools Initiative, which integrates the arts into all the subjects,
found that participating schools with a high degree of implementation far surpassed other
schools in their ability to meet No Child Left Behind (NCLB) reading targets.

o The Art Smart project in Warren County, Pennsylvania has shown that in rural school
districts arts education can be developed through strong parinerships. Survey research
results, through interviews with parents, students and educators, indicated overwhelming
support of how arts education transformed the culture of learning in Warren County.

s In Miami-Dade County, the Artful Citizenship project enhances social studies education
for at-risk students and has achieved a 67% increase in visual literacy scores in just two
years.

Buoyed by results such as these, Congress has appropriated increases each year since 2001,
though the Department of Education has not requested specific funding for the program.



As you know, NCLB recognizes the arts as a core subject of learning. This commitment to
quality arts education is reinforced at the state level, where all fifty states have adopted standards
in the arts or require their school districts to do so. Former Education Secretary Rod Paige and
Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee echoed this point earlier this year when they wrote in
Education Week, ““The academic benefits of arts education also go beyond math and reading. An
analysis of U.S. Department of Education data on 25,000 middle and high school students found
that students who were highly involved in the arts performed better on a variety of academic
measures than other students. They earned better grades, did better on exams, performed more
community service, and watched fewer hours of television.”

As the states work to implement NCLB, we must provide fanding to sustain the
national development and dissemination of promising practices through the Arts in
Education program. We must also show that a strong commitment to arts education reinforces

student achievement in reading and math.

Qur states, schools, and communities are poised to further strengthen arts education, but
they need our help. We urge you to support the educational development of our schoolchildren
and the professional development of our teachers by including $53 million in funding for the
Arts in Education at the U.S. Department of Education.

Sincerely,

s 2.

Louise Slanghter Terrold Nadler
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Signatories of the FY 2006 Arts in Education Letter:

Abercrombie : Holden Platts

Allen Holt Price, David
Baldwin Honda Ramstad
Boehlert Inslee Rangel
Brown, Corrine Israel Ros-Lehtinen
Brown, Sherrod Jackson Lee Ross

Capps Jefferson Ruppersberger
Capuano Johnson, Eddie Bernice Rush

Cardin Johnson, Nancy Ryan, Tim
Carson Johnson, Tim Sanchez, Linda
Case Lantos Sanders
Chandler - Larsen Schakowsky
Christensen Larson Shays
Cleaver Leach Simmons
Conyers Lee Slaughter
Costa Maloney Smith, Adam
Costello Marshall Snyder
Cummings Matsui Spratt

Davis, Danny McCarthy Stark

Davis, Susan McCollum Stupak
DeFazio McDermott Thompson, Bennie
DeGette McGovern Tiemey
Delahunt Meek Tubbs Jones
Dicks Meeks Udall, Mark
Dingell Menendez Udall, Tom
Doggett Michaud Van Hollen
Emanuel Miller, George Velazquez
Engel Moore, Dennis Waters

Filner Nadler Watt

Frank Neal ‘Waxman
Gonzalez Norton Weiner
Gordon Oberstar Wexler
Green Pallone Woolsey
Grijalva Pascrell Wu

Guttierez Payne Wynn
Herseth Peterson



