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arts funding still inadequate
The NEA achieved its largest budget more than a decade ago. In the mid-1990s, Congress cut the arts budget by 40 perc e n t
and threatened its entire elimination. Although the arts community fought off the threat, the NEA’s budget stagnated for
four years. Beginning in FY 2001, arts advocates successfully started securing small arts funding increases from Congre s s
(see chart 2). Following a change in Congressional leadership, the NEA received a large $20 million funding increase in FY
2008. However, taking inflation into account, the FY 2008 NEA budget of $144.7 million has about half the purc h a s i n g
power of its 1992 budget.

NEA Appropriations History
Fiscal Years 1966–2008
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Support for the Arts is Growing

Increasing grassroots support has allowed the arts to make important progress during the past five years. With more
than 100,000 activists now using Americans for the Arts Action Fund’s E-Advocacy Center, every Member of Congress
receives timely messages from hundreds of constituents prior to important votes. This outpouring of support by arts
advocates proved especially effective in 2007, when three crucial House floor votes that sought to eliminate, reduce, or
transfer funding for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) were defeated during consideration of the House
Interior Appropriations bill. Your support has made possible these legislative victories for the arts:

l In 2007, 335 Members of the House stood in opposi-
tion to an amendment off e red by Rep. Doug Lamborn
(R-CO) that would eliminate all funding for NEA.

l In 2007, 285 Members of the House defeated an
amendment offered by Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite (R-
FL) to reduce funds for the NEA by $32 million.

l In 2007, an amendment offered by Rep. Rob Bishop
(R-UT) to decrease NEA funding and redirect the
�$32 million to Forest and Rangeland Research was
turned back by 270 Members of the House.  

l In 2007, 357 Members of the House rejected an
amendment by Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-CO) to strip
funding for the CPB.

l 272 Members of the House supported the largest NEA increase in almost 30 years by voting in favor of an
omnibus budget measure which included a $20 million boost for the NEA—a 16 percent�increase. 

Support for the arts is bipartisan

The bipartisan nature of arts support is evidenced
not only by the shared leadership among the co-
chairs of the Senate and House caucuses, but also by
the makeup of their memberships. The Senate
Cultural Caucus includes 21 Democrats, 11
Republicans, and one Independent. In the House—
which is traditionally more partisan on nearly all
issues—GOP membership in the Arts Caucus has
increased since 2000, rising to 23 members, joined
by 155 Democrats (see chart 4).  

Additionally, an impressive number of Republicans
have partnered with Democrats to defeat weakening
floor amendments against the arts and to pass pro-
arts legislation is impressive.

144 members in 2000 178 members in 2008

membership in the                   
congressional arts caucus

2000 vs. 2008
(Chart 4)

NEA and CPB Support
(Chart 3)
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Senate Cultural Caucus
The Senate took no up-or-down votes on funding for arts education or for the NEA during the 110th Congress
(2006–2008). The Senate hasn’t held a vote directly related to the arts since 2000 when an amendment to cut NEA
funding by Senator James Inhofe (R-OK) lost 27–73. In recent years, arts advocates have turned their attention to the
Senators who sit on the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee, chaired by Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), which has
jurisdiction over funding for the NEA and NEH. For FY 2008, while the House subcommittee provided a $35 million
increase to the NEA, the Senate subcommittee provided only $9 million. The final compromise amount was $20
million, which was the largest increase to the NEA in almost 30 years.

Beyond appropriations, several notable events occurred in the Senate. Through the 2007 Pension Protection Act, the
IRA Charitable Rollover provision permits donors age 70.5 and older to make tax-free charitable gifts directly from
their IRAs to charities, up to an annual ceiling of $100,000. This provision was given a one year authorization, and as
of this publishing, the Senate has failed to renew the authorization (though the House has approved it) to further
extend this charitable benefit in 2008 and beyond.

The Senate Cultural Caucus is chaired by Senators Edward Kennedy (D-MA), Michael Enzi (R-WY), and Norm
Coleman (R-MN). The Cultural Caucus now has 34 members. Its role is to showcase the importance of arts and
humanities. Senators Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) and Robert Bennett (R-UT), both Senate Cultural Caucus members,
also serve as ex-officio members to the National Council on the Arts, the advisory council to the NEA.

On the tax front, Senators Patrick Leahy (D-VT) and Robert Bennett (R-UT) continue to fight for a provision that
would allow artists and creators to claim a tax deduction when they give their work to collecting or educational
institutions such as museums and libraries. They have asked Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus (D-
MT) to include this provision in any tax reform legislation he considers. Americans for the Arts and the U.S.
Conference of Mayors gave Senator Leahy the Congressional Arts Leadership Award at the 2008 Arts Advocacy Day for
his strong support on the tax legislation and other arts-related issues.

Senators Thad Cochran (R-MS), Arlen Specter (R-PA), and Tom Harkin (D-IA) lead efforts to restore annual support
for arts education despite eight years of the administration attempting to terminate the funding. 

Senator John Kerry (D-MA) sponsored a successful amendment to the Senate immigration reform bill that would
greatly cut down on the difficulties and delays that foreign guest artists have experienced with the United States.
Unfortunately, the immigration reform effort in the Senate has failed for now. A stand-alone bill, S. 2178 was also
introduced by Senators Kerry and Orrin Hatch (R-UT).

Members of the Senate Cultural Caucus
110th Congress — 34 members as of August 1, 2008 (alphabetical by state abbreviation)

Co-Chairs Party/State
Edward Kennedy D-MA
Norm Coleman R-MN
Mike Enzi R-WY

Senators Party/State
Lisa Murkowski R-AK
Ted Stevens R-AK
Barbara Boxer D-CA
Dianne Feinstein D-CA
Chris Dodd D-CT
Joe Lieberman I-CT
Johnny Isakson R-GA

Daniel Akaka D-HI
Larry Craig R-ID
Richard Durbin D-IL
Evan Bayh D-IN
Mary Landrieu D-LA
Susan Collins R-ME
Debbie Stabenow D-MI
Amy Klobuchar D-MN
Thad Cochran R-MS
Ben Nelson D-NE
Frank Lautenberg D-NJ
Robert Menendez D-NJ
Harry Reid (unofficial member)D-NV

Hillary Clinton D-NY
Charles Schumer D-NY
Sherrod Brown D-OH
Arlen Specter R-PA
Jack Reed D-RI
Tim Johnson D-SD
Robert Bennett R-UT
Orrin Hatch R-UT
Patty Murray D-WA
Herb Kohl D-WI
Jay Rockefeller D-WV



2008 Congressional Arts Report Card Page 5

House Members received grades chiefly based on:

l Four major floor votes on arts funding

l Membership in the Congressional Arts Caucus

l Introduction or cosponsorship of arts-related legislation

l Signatures on “Dear Colleague” letters to the Appropriations Committee,
asking it to increase funding for the NEA or for arts education

Of all these actions, the four major votes counted most heavily, at 20 points each, account-
ing for four-fifths of each possible total grade. Each of the other factors counted for six or
two points. A detailed listing and explanation of all of the votes and grading factors follows
this section. 

In general, Members with perfect or near-perfect records got an A+ or A. Members with A+ grades are highlighted in
bold. �Those who voted the pro-arts position on at least three of the major votes received a B or better. Members who
voted more than once against the arts usually received a grade no higher than a C. At the lowest end of the grading
spectrum, those who voted consistently against the arts and who took few if any other positive actions received grades
of D or F.

A few Members received bonus points for outstanding leadership, as explained in the footnotes. We gave incomplete
grades to Members who came into office part way through the term, vacant seats, and to the Speaker of the House, who
traditionally does not vote. The delegates from American Samoa, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S.
Virgin Islands received grades of B, A, B, B, and B+, respectively.�

Finally, we acknowledge that a few Members with poor or fair voting records were supportive behind the scenes. We
also recognize that some Members missed important votes for reasons that may have been beyond their control. This
Congressional Arts Report Card is as accurate as we can make it, but like any grading system, it cannot reflect all
aspects of each Member’s performance. We encourage readers to be in touch with their own Members’ offices if they
have unanswered questions about their Members’ records.

Grade Scale

the grading system

the votes and point values

Amendment offered by Rep. Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL) to reduce funds for the NEA by $32 million.

Date: June 27, 2007
Result: Failed by a vote of 137 to 285
Citation: 110th Congress, 1st Session, Roll Call Vote 564
Pro-arts: no
Value: 20 points

Amendment offered by Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-CO) to eliminate funding for the NEA.

Date: June 27, 2007
Result: Failed by a vote of 97 to 335
Citation: 110th Congress, 1st Session, Roll Call Vote 575
Pro-arts: no
Value: 20 points

1

2

A+ 100+
A 81–99
B+ 72–80
B 60-71
C+ 52-59
C 40-51
D+ 32-39
D 20-31
F 0-19
INC I n c o m p l e t e



Co-signed a Congressional Arts Caucus “Dear Colleague” letter in 2007, asking House appropriators
for a funding increase for the NEA. The letters were initiated by Caucus Co-Chairs Representatives
Slaughter (D-NY) and Shays (R-CT).

Pro-arts: yes
Value: 2 points

Co-sponsorship of H.R. 1524 in the 110th Congress, offered by Representatives John Lewis (D-GA) and
Jim Ramstad (R-MN), allowing artists and creators to claim a tax deduction for the fair market value of
gifts of their own work to nonprofit arts organizations for mission-related use.

Result: Pending
Pro-arts: yes
Value: 6 points

Membership in the Congressional Arts Caucus. The list is maintained by the office of Caucus Co-Chair
Representative Louise Slaughter (D-NY).

Pro-arts: yes
Value: 6 points
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the votes and point values (cont.)

Co-signed a Congressional Arts Caucus “Dear Colleague” letter in 2007, asking for a funding increase
for the Department of Education’s arts education grant programs. The letters were initiated by Caucus
Co-Chairs Representatives Slaughter (D-NY) and Shays (R-CT) as well as Representative Jerrold
Nadler (D-NY).

Pro-arts: yes
Value: 2 points

Co-signed a Congressional Arts Caucus “Dear Colleague” letter in 2008, asking House appropriators to
increase the NEA’s FY 2009 funding to $176 million. The letters were initiated by Caucus Co-Chairs
Representatives Slaughter (D-NY) and Shays (R-CT).

Pro-arts: yes
Value: 2 points

Amendment offered by Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-CO) to cut funding for the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting.

Date: July 18, 2007
Result: Failed by a vote of 72 to 357
Citation: 110th Congress, 1st Session, Roll Call Vote 662
Pro-arts: no
Value: 20 points

4

5

6

7

8

9

Amendment offered by Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT) to decrease NEA funding and redirect $31.588 million
to Forest and Rangeland Research.

Date: June 26, 2007
Result: Failed by a vote of 156 to 270
Citation: 110th Congress, 1st Session, Roll Call Vote 554
Pro-arts: no
Value: 20 points

3

Co-signed a Congressional Arts Caucus “Dear Colleague” letter in 2008, asking for a funding increase
of $53 million for the Department of Education’s Arts in Education program for FY 2009. The letters
were initiated by Caucus Co-Chairs Representatives Slaughter (D-NY) and Shays (R-CT).

Pro-arts: yes
Value: 2 points

1 0

1 Ten bonus points added for an A+ grade on the Congressional Arts Report Card for 2005–2006.
2 Ten bonus points added for demonstrated leadership in sponsoring and advocating on behalf of arts-friendly legislation or sponsoring Arts Advocacy Day related programmatic events.
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l indicates arts-friendly position m indicates opposition or no action taken on arts-friendly position ! indicates a missed vote
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1 Ten bonus points added for an A+ grade on the Congressional Arts Report Card for 2005–2006.
2 Ten bonus points added for demonstrated leadership in sponsoring and advocating on behalf of arts-friendly legislation or sponsoring Arts Advocacy Day related programmatic events.
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l indicates arts-friendly position m indicates opposition or no action taken on arts-friendly position ! indicates a missed vote
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1 Ten bonus points added for an A+ grade on the Congressional Arts Report Card for 2005–2006.
2 Ten bonus points added for demonstrated leadership in sponsoring and advocating on behalf of arts-friendly legislation or sponsoring Arts Advocacy Day related programmatic events.
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l indicates arts-friendly position m indicates opposition or no action taken on arts-friendly position ! indicates a missed vote
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1 Ten bonus points added for an A+ grade on the Congressional Arts Report Card for 2005–2006.
2 Ten bonus points added for demonstrated leadership in sponsoring and advocating on behalf of arts-friendly legislation or sponsoring Arts Advocacy Day related programmatic events.
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1 Ten bonus points added for an A+ grade on the Congressional Arts Report Card for 2005–2006.
2 Ten bonus points added for demonstrated leadership in sponsoring and advocating on behalf of arts-friendly legislation or sponsoring Arts Advocacy Day related programmatic events.
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l indicates arts-friendly position m indicates opposition or no action taken on arts-friendly position ! indicates a missed vote
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overall grade distribution
(chart 5)

Grade No. of Grades

A+ 36

A 149

B+ 73

B 22

C+ 1

C 38

D+ 1

D 43

F 60

INC 12

1000 Vermont Avenue NW l 6th Floor l Washington, DC 20005 l T 202.371.2830 l F 202.371.0424 l www.ArtsActionFund.org


