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COVID-19 Update #1 
 

The coronavirus has already had a devastating 

economic impact on America’s nonprofit arts 

sector—financial losses to date are estimated to be 

$3.2 billion. Since the first U.S. case was reported on 

January 20, cancellations and closings have been 

reported in thousands of communities spanning all 

50 states. In order to support the sector at this vital 

time, request that your members of 

Congress include $4 billion—to be distributed 

though the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)—to help offset the losses of the nonprofit 

arts industry, and expand eligibility through additional federal programs to ensure artists, 

entrepreneurs, and small businesses in the creative economy can utilize business interruption 

relief. 

 

In a national survey by Americans for the Arts, 91% of responding arts organizations indicated 

that they have cancelled one or more events. Many arts organizations have closed their doors 

for months to come. More than one-third of respondents expect to make reductions in staff; 

26% have already reduced their creative workforce. These estimates are based on more than 

3,000 respondents to an Americans for the Arts nationwide COVID-19 impact survey, and then 

further extrapolation of those data nationally using IRS data about nonprofit arts and cultural 

organizations. The survey is ongoing, and these figures will be updated regularly. Given that 

losses documented in the survey have occurred only in the last two months, Americans for the 

Arts anticipates additional billions in potential revenue losses for the nonprofit arts and culture 

field. 

 

Join us in calling on Congress TODAY to designate a minimum of $4 billion—to be distributed 

through the National Endowment for the Arts—to help offset losses in the nonprofit arts 

industry and expand eligibility through additional federal programs to ensure artists, 

entrepreneurs, and small businesses in the creative economy can utilize business interruption 

relief. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.votervoice.net/ARTSUSA/Campaigns/72638/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/ARTSUSA/Campaigns/72638/Respond
https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus-covid-19-resource-and-response-center
https://www.votervoice.net/ARTSUSA/Campaigns/72638/Respond

