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Message from President

Americans for the Arts Action Fund President and CEO  
Bob Lynch and Chairman of ArtsVote 2020 Ben Folds urged the 
House Appropriations Interior Subcommittee to support federal 
funding for the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) at  
$170 million for FY 2021, a $7.75 million increase over this year.  
ArtsActionFund.org/BenTestimony2020 

Ben Folds’ testimony focused on engaging and expanding new 
audiences, something very close to the work he does with symphony 
orchestras across the country. He cited findings from the Survey of 
Public Participation in the Arts, a recently released study by the 
NEA in partnership with the U.S. Census Bureau. The findings in 
the study made clear the vital role that the arts play in our lives 
and our communities.

Additionally, Bob Lynch submitted written testimony that expressed 
appreciation for last year’s funding increases by Congress and for 
the bipartisan work of the Subcommittee. He discussed the vital 
impact of the NEA—particularly for rural communities that have 
fewer opportunities to experience the arts. With the majority of 
direct grants going to small- and medium-sized organizations, the 
NEA often support projects for audiences that otherwise might 
not have access to arts programming. Lynch stressed that federal 
funding of the arts fosters investment, spurs job-related growth, 
expands educational opportunities, preserves our cultural heritage, 
and is essential to rural communities.

State arts appropriations grew an amazing 37% from last year to 
almost $495 million cumulatively, according to the latest report 
from the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies. During 
a period when the average increase for state governments in 
general only increased 4.8% last year, this achievement is very 
impressive. Special thanks to Arts Action Fund members and our 
partner members at the state level for their successful advocacy 
efforts in state capitals across the country. Arts advocates 
reached out to their state elected officials to let them know the 
importance of the arts and culture to their states, capitalizing on 
recent economic research provided by the National Endowment 
for the Arts, Bureau of Economic Analysis, and Americans for 
the Arts. Themes focused on benefits for communities, for 
children, for the economy, and most importantly, for our souls.  
Learn more at bit.ly/2wtAo9f.

States with active arts advocacy groups had a cumulative increase 
of $14,146,222. States without an active group have to had a 
cumulative decrease of $16,623. In other words, the statewide 
arts advocacy organizations in our states are very effective! 
Jump to page three to see and compare how much all 50 states 
appropriated to their state arts councils this year. (Chart on page 3).
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Americans for the Arts Action Fund President and CEO Robert L. Lynch 
(left) and ArtsVote 2020 Chairman Ben Folds (right) at the House Interior 
Appropriations Subcommittee hearing on February 6, 2020.

California Arts Advocates gather on the steps of the Capitol in Sacramento 
earlier this year. Their advocacy paid off with a 115% increase (including 
line items) in funding for the arts in California. 

Arts Action Fund Urges Congress 
to Increase Arts Funding

Arts Advocacy Yields Huge 
Funding Increases at State Level

http://ArtsActionFund.org/BenTestimony2020
http://bit.ly/2wtAo9f
http://ArtsActionFund.org
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I also wanted to personally thank 

our Americans for the Arts Action 

Fund members for their generosity 

this past year. We set out a goal  

of $30,000 for our Year-End Goal 

and you helped us raise over 

$45,000! This helps us start the 

new year very strong going into 

the 2020 election.

Each year, Americans for the Arts partners with The United States 
Conference of Mayors (USCM) to honor two mayors and a governor with 
our Public Leadership in the Arts Awards. Pictured L-R: USCM President 
and Rochester Hills, MI Mayor Bryan Barnett, Former USCM President 
and Burnsville, MN Mayor Elizabeth Kautz, 2020 Large City Winner 
Mayor Becky Ames of Beaumont, TX and 2020 Small City Winner 
Mayor Jill Techel of Napa, CA, along with Robert L. Lynch, President 

and CEO of Americans for the Arts and USCM Executive Director and 
CEO Tom Cochran. At the event, Tom Cochran stated that Americans 

for the Arts was their most valuable longstanding partner. The 2020 State 
Arts Leadership Award was presented to Washington State Governor  
Jay Inslee (not pictured).
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For the past 30 years, Americans for the Arts has developed strong 

partnerships with several of the national associations representing 

elected officials at the local, state, and federal levels in America. 

Part of that relationship is honoring elected officials at each level 

of government with our Public Leadership in the Arts Award. This 

past year, we presented the following awards: 2019 Congressional 
Arts Leadership Award to Congressman Steny Hoyer of 

Maryland, 2019 State Arts Leadership Award to Governor  

Gary Herbert of Utah, 2019 Lt. Governor Arts Leadership Award  

to Lt. Governor Randy McNally of Tennessee, 2019 State 

Legislator Arts Leadership Award to Virginia Speaker of the 

House Eileen Filler-Corn, and the 2019 County Arts Leadership 

Award to Kay Cashion of Guildford County, North Carolina.

Message from President 
& CEO Robert Lynch

Please visit ArtsActionFund.org/ArtsVote to download materials, 
news, and tools to be an effective arts advocate this election year.

Listen to our latest ArtsVote 2020 Podcasts with Ben Folds at 
ArtsActionFund.org/ArtsVote2020Podcast, featuring presidential 
candidates and Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici.

Use our ArtsVote 2020 Questions to Ask Pocket Card at 
ArtsActionFund.org/QuestionsToAsk to pose questions to candidates 
and representatives about their arts policy positions.

ArtsVote 2020 Podcast Series with 
Ben Folds Episode 10 with former 
Presidential Candidate Marianne 
Williamson on Dec. 5, 2019.

ArtsVote 2020 Podcast Series 
with Ben Folds Episode 11 with 
Rep. Suzanne Bonamici on 
Capitol Hill on Feb. 6, 2020.

$45,653 raised!
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THANK 
YOU!

Download customized state arts factsheets, “Why the Arts Matter” 
at ArtsActionFund.org/StateFactsheets showing all the latest arts 
funding levels, economic data, and key arts leaders in your state.

All these ArtsVote 2020 resources and social media kit can be 
downloaded at ArtsActionFund.org/ArtsVoteTools.

http://www.ArtsActionFund.org/ArtsVote
http://www.ArtsActionFund.org/ArtsVote2020Podcast
http://ArtsActionFund.org/QuestionsToAsk
http://www.ArtsActionFund.org/StateFactsheets
http://ArtsActionFund.org/ArtsVoteTools


Americans for the Arts Action Fund is the advocacy arm of Americans for the Arts. We engage citizens in ensuring that all Americans have the opportunity to 
appreciate, value, and participate in the arts. Arts Action Fund members are citizen activists who are committed to helping make certain that arts-friendly 
public policies are adopted at every level of government and in the private sector. Arts Action News is delivered four times a year to supporters of the  
Arts Action Fund. Executive Director, Nina Ozlu Tunceli. www.ArtsActionFund.org. 3

In a process that began over a year ago, the arts have gained increased 
support and funding through the Congressional appropriations process. 
Traditional legislative arts priorities—the National Endowment for the 
Arts, arts education, public broadcasting, and museums—garnered 
increased funding and support language from legislators. But, new areas 
like military funding for creative arts therapies for veterans and service 
members and Justice Department funding for arts programs for at-risk 
youth were also recognized and encouraged by appropriators for the fiscal 
year 2020 funding cycle. These additional legislative wins were made 
possible by an active Congressional Arts Caucus and Senate Cultural 
Caucus and committed grassroots arts advocates like you in every state. 
See if your Senators and Representatives are part of these caucuses at 
bit.ly/3brLOJj. You can read a full account of how all of this came together 
in this blog post bit.ly/2WKRgmq. Below is a chart of final Congressional 
arts appropriations for FY 2020 and President Trump’s attempt to once 
again terminate programs in FY 2021.

Federal Update

State FY20 Budget % Change Dollar Change

Alabama $5,828,528 6.8 $369,032

Alaska $704,400 0.1 $700

Arizona $2,200,000 10 $200,000

Arkansas $1,425,944 0 $0

California* $53,583,000 115.3 $28,700,000

Colorado $2,023,000 1.2 $23,000

Connecticut $5,499,552 5.4 $280,852

Delaware $3,813,000 18.9 $606,700

District of Columbia $34,155,000 9.5 $2,955,800

Florida* $24,637,852 232.8 $17,233,592

Georgia $1,517,217 25.3 $305,907

Hawaii $6,945,067 16.7 $992,956

Idaho $884,700 5.2 $43,700

Illinois* $63,396,800 390.9 $50,482,600

Indiana $3,920,491 -2 -$79,509

Iowa $1,467,188 7.3 $100,000

Kansas $500,000 165.1 $311,396

Kentucky $1,728,900 1.2 $20,200

Louisiana $2,069,865 -2.9 -$61,604

Maine $1,006,627 6.3 $59,877

Maryland $23,408,764 7.6 $1,661,531

Massachusetts $18,180,000 12.5 $2,025,018

Michigan $9,000,000 -10 -$1,000,000

Minnesota $40,741,000 3.7 $1,466,000

Mississippi $1,719,421 7.8 $124,127

Missouri $6,570,874 1.7 $111,945

Montana $525,305 1.7 $8,992

Nebraska $1,508,852 1.7 $25,266

Nevada $1,840,327 0.8 $14,466

New Hampshire $805,229 61.5 $306,502

New Jersey $16,405,000 0 $0

New Mexico $1,332,300 0.8 $10,400

New York $45,274,000 -0.1 -$60,000

North Carolina $8,277,787 -9.1 -$825,000

North Dakota $809,342 3.4 $26,904

Ohio $17,177,781 17.2 $2,523,902

Oklahoma $2,912,531 4 $113,265

Oregon $4,083,460 66.7 $1,634,102

Pennsylvania $10,474,000 0.1 $10,000

Rhode Island $2,669,748 -15.6 -$494,945

South Carolina* $11,820,385 180.4 $7,604,447

South Dakota $1,006,468 8.1 $75,841

Tennessee $7,957,700 10.9 $781,900

Texas* $15,164,538 200.7 $10,121,474

Utah $5,333,000 48.6 $1,743,200

Vermont $723,589 0.8 $5,854

Virginia $3,837,138 3.6 $132,928

Washington $2,169,000 32.8 $536,000

West Virgina $879,806 0 $0

Wisconsin $790,000 3.5 $27,000

Wyoming $1,038,975 0 $0

TOTAL $481,743,451

FY 2020 State Arts 
Appropriations

Members Can Now Vote on 2020 
ArtsVote Policy

Vote Here: bit.ly/2020ArtsPolicyVote

http://www.ArtsActionFund.org
http://bit.ly/3brLOJj
http://bit.ly/2WKRgmq
http://bit.ly/2020ArtsPolicyVote
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For news on COVID-19 emergency relief for the arts 
Visit ArtsActionFund.org/Covid19ArtsFederalPolicyUpdate.
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