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The Arts Have Strong Bipartisan Support in Congress
While the COVID-19 pandemic wreaked havoc on families, businesses, and the entire world, it was also an opportunity to
see our legislators come together on a bipartisan level to prevent the infrastructure for the arts from crumbling in this
country. Unprecedented legislation was passed to support creative gig workers, entrepreneurs, and nonprofit arts
organizations with billions of dollars in Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC), Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP forgivable loans), COVID Emergency Disaster Loans (EIDL) and Advances, additional grant-making funds for
the National Endowments for the Arts (NEA) and Humanities (NEH), and Small Business Administration grants for Shuttered
Venue Operator Grants (SVOG aka Save Our Stages). The numbers speak for themselves: 253 House members (57%)
received a Thumbs Up and 71 Senate members (71%) received a thumbs up          in our Congressional Arts Report
Card this year. We are grateful to the many Republicans and Democrats, who partnered together to spearhead
groundbreaking arts legislation, like Senators John Cornyn (R-TX) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Representatives
Peter Welch (D-VT) and Roger Williams (R-TX), as well as congressional leaders Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi
(D-CA) and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY).

About the 2022 Congressional Arts Report Card
The Arts Action Fund PAC's 2022 Congressional Arts Report Card is an analysis and scorecard of how current incumbent
Congressional candidates took pro-arts actions over the last two years. This document serves as your one-stop review of
pro-arts actions taken or not taken by incumbents before you cast your vote at the ballot box. We evaluated 14 legislative
arts indicators in the House and 10 indicators in the Senate. These arts indicators range from Co-Sponsoring important
arts policy legislation to signing on to "Dear Colleague" letters with their peers in the House and the Senate to show group
support for the arts. Those Members who co-sponsored the Save Our Stages legislation, signed on to a Dear Colleague
letter to increase funding for NEA/NEH, or earned extra credit for phenomenal leadership either behind the scenes or
publicly, were awarded an automatic thumbs up         on our Report Card. Members of Congress also earned a thumbs up    
 if they participated in any two of the other arts indicators with a pro-arts position, as represented by a filled-in dot      .
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The U.S. House of Representatives 

Save our Stages Act (SOS): Lead sponsor Representative Peter Welch (D-VT) and original cosponsor Representative
Roger Williams (R-TX). 

 

Save our Stages Extension Act (SOS Extension): Lead sponsor Representative Peter Welch (D-VT) and original

cosponsor Representative Rodney Davis (R-IL). 

 

Performing Arts Parity Tax Act (PAPTA): Lead sponsor Representative Judy Chu (D-CA) and original cosponsor

Representative Vern Buchanan (R-FL).  

 

Arts Education for All Act:  Lead sponsor Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and 16 original cosponsors

Representatives Pingree (D-ME), Leger Fernandez (D-NM), Holmes Norton (D-DC), Bishop (D-GA), Cicilline (D-RI), C.
Maloney (D-NY), Ross (D-NC), McGovern (D-MA), Cohen (D-TN), Cooper (D-TN), Bowman (D-NY), Raskin (D-MD), Titus
(D-NV), Cardenas (D-CA), Jayapal (D-WA), and Jackson Lee (D-TX). 

 

Creative Economy Revitalization Act (CERA): Lead sponsor Representative Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-NM) and four

original cosponsors Representatives Obernolte (R-CA), Lieu (D-CA), DeLauro (D-CT), and Pingree (D-ME). 

 

Advancing Equity Through the Arts and Humanities Act: Lead sponsor Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA). No

original cosponsors. 

 

Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the Economy Act (CREATE): Lead sponsor

Representative Debbie Dingell (D-MI) and four original cosponsors Representatives Pingree (D-ME), Cooper (D-TN),

Cohen (D-TN), and Huffman (D-CA). 

 

Promoting Local Arts & Creative Economy Workforce Act (PLACE): Lead sponsor Representative Chellie Pingree (D-

ME). No original cosponsors.  

 

Saving Transit Arts Resources Act (STAR): Lead sponsor Representative Alma Adams (D-NC). There are no original

cosponsors. 

 

21st Century Federal Writers’ Project Act (21FWPA): Lead sponsor Representative Ted Lieu (D-CA). Original

cosponsor Representative Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-NM). 

House Small Business Committee hearing entitled The Power, Peril, and Promise of the Creative Economy on
1/19/2022: Chaired by Representative Nydia Velazquez (D-NY), the following members, who spoke in favor of creative

workers include Representatives Phillips (D-MN), Luetkenmeyer (R-MO), Davids (D-KS), Newman (D-IL), Bourdeaux (D-

GA), Chu (D-CA), Kim (D-NJ), Evans (D-PA), Garbarino (D-NY), Tenney (R-NY), and Houlahan (D-PA). 
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The U.S. House of Representatives 

Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV) serves on the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and showed support for NEA/NEH

at the FY'23 hearing.  
 

Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) serves as Co-Chair of Congressional STEAM Caucus, and led the "Dear Colleague" letters

in support of the NEA/NEH. 

Rep. Catherine Clark (D-MA) serves on Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee and the 2020 Democratic

Policy Platform Committee, which included an arts and arts education policy position. 

Rep. Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez (D- NY) was an original Co-Sponsor of H. Res. 918, honoring the Harlem Renaissance

legacy as a cultural, social, and political movement in American history. 

Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR) led efforts to successfully preserve the STAR Act in the House Infrastructure package.

However, the provision was stripped in the Senate. 

Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) is the House Democratic Leader who galvanizes support for the arts, including the successful

passage of the Save Our Stages Act. 

Rep. Hakeem Jefferies (D-NY) founded and hosts the annual Hip Hop on the Hill event on Capitol Hill. 

Rep. David Joyce (R-OH) serves on the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and showed support for NEA/NEH

at the FY'23 hearing.  

Rep. Betty McCollum (D-MN) actively supports Save America’s Treasures program, preserving nationally significant

collections and historic properties. 
 

Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) sponsored H.R. 6931, the Baltimore National Heritage Area Reauthorization Act, supporting

the Baltimore National Heritage Area in Maryland through March 30, 2036. 

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) is Speaker of the House and the top advocate for the arts. Her leadership helped enact the Save

our Stages Act into law and publicly states that NEA/NEH funding should be indexed to $1 per capita. 

Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME) serves as the lead Co-Chair of the Congressional Arts Caucus and is the ex-officio

Congressional appointee on the National Council on the Arts. She also chairs the House Interior Appropriations

Subcommittee and helped secure increases in funding for NEA/NEH. 

Rep. David Price (D-NC) serves as the lead Co-Chair of the Congressional Humanities Caucus, where he advances critical

pro-arts "Dear Colleague" letters, including support for federal funding for the humanities. 

Rep. Maria Salazar (R-FL) co-led with Rep. Bonamici the FY'23 "Dear Colleague" letter in support of the NEA/NEH. 
 

Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID) is a senior member of the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and consistently

showed support for NEA initiatives at the FY'23 hearing for NEA/NEH.  He also publicly supports indexing NEA/NEH

budgets to $1 per capita for the arts and humanities. 

Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) Co-Chairs the Congressional STEAM Caucus and the Congressional Arts Caucus. 

Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-PA) is an ex-officio Congressional appointee to the National Council on the Arts. 

HOUSE ARTS LEADERSHIP EXTRA CREDIT FOR ADDITIONAL REASONS 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/918
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6931?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+6931%22%2C%22H.R.%22%2C%226931%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/fiscal-year-2023-budget-request-for-the-arts


HOW TO READ THE U.S. HOUSE ARTS SUPPORT INDICATORS

Date:  As of  08/31/2022                             Result:  135 Members                         Pro-arts position:           Member Yes 

Date:  As of   08/31/2022                          Result:  68 Members                              Pro-arts position:           Member Yes 

Date:  As of   08/31/2022                           Result:  83 Members                             Pro-arts position:           Member Yes 

Date: As of 12/31/2020                               Result: 175 Members **                   Pro-arts position:          Co-Sponsored Yes 

Date:  As of 6/30/2022                                 Result:  53 Cosponsors **                Pro-arts position:         Co-Sponsored Yes 

Date:  As of 4/13/2022                                  Result:  139 Signatories **              Pro-arts position:           Cosigned Yes 

Date:  As of 4/30/2021                                   Result:  125 Signatories **             Pro-arts position:          Cosigned Yes

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or join caucuses, but
many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of ways. 

** Signifies a key arts indicator that will automatically earn a thumbs up          arts grade.  Additionally, any combination of at least two other pro-
arts positions will earn a thumbs up          arts grade.

A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.
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Membership in the Congressional Arts Caucus as of 08/31/2022. The list is maintained by caucus Co-Chairs Reps.
Chellie Pingree (D-ME) and Elise Stefanik (R-NY). 

1

Membership in the Congressional STEAM Caucus as of 08/31/2022.  The list is maintained by caucus Co-Chairs
Reps. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Elise Stefanik (R-NY). 

2

Membership in the Congressional Humanities Caucus as of 08/31/2022. The list is maintained by caucus Chair
Rep. David Price (D-NC). 

3

Cosponsored H.R. 7806, the Save Our Stages Act (SOS). This legislation authorized the Small Business
Administration to make grants to eligible live venue operators, producers, promoters, or talent representatives to
address the economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on certain live venues.

4

Cosponsored H.R. 5429, the Save Our Stages Extension Act (SOS Extension). Introduced on September 29, 2021,
this bill would extend the time frame during which Shuttered Venue Operators Grant recipients may use grant
funds to cover their expenses to March 11, 2023. The original legislation, the Save Our Stages Act, authorized the
Small Business Administration to make grants to eligible live venue operators, producers, promoters, or talent
representatives to address the economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on certain live venues through June
30, 2022. The SOS Extension Act was never passed. 

5

Cosigned an FY'23 "Dear Colleague" letter on April 13, 2022, asking House appropriators to support a funding level
of “at least” $204 million for the National Endowment for the Arts in FY'21. The letter was initiated by Congressional
STEAM Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Maria Salazar (R-FL). 

6

Cosigned an FY'22 "Dear Colleague" letter on April 30, 2021 asking House appropriators to support a funding level
of “at least” $176 million for the National Endowment for the Arts in FY'20. The letter was initiated by
Congressional Arts Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY). 

7

The U.S. House of Representatives 
*

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7806?s=1&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5429?s=1&r=62
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2023-dear-colleague
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2023-dear-colleague
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2023-dear-colleague
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2023-dear-colleague
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2022-dear-colleague-nea-43021
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2022-dear-colleague-nea-43021
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2022-dear-colleague-nea-43021
https://www.artsactionfund.org/house-fy-2022-dear-colleague-nea-43021


HOW TO READ THE U.S. HOUSE ARTS SUPPORT INDICATORS
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Cosponsored H.R. 4750, the Performing Arts Parity Tax Act (PAPTA) reinstates and updates the Qualified
Performing Artist Tax Deduction to allow additional lower and middle-income performing artists to deduct the costs
of expenses incurred in the course of their employment. This bill would increase the income ceiling from $16,000/yr
to $100,000/yr for individuals and to $200,000/yr for married joint filers. This legislation has not been enacted yet. 

Date:  As of 8/31/2022                          Result:  84 Cosponsors                        Pro-arts position:           Cosigned Yes  

8

Cosponsored H.R. 5581, the Arts Education for All Act. This legislation would expand arts education and
programming for children in early education, K-12 students, and juveniles and adults in the criminal justice system.

Date: As of 8/31/2022                            Result: 52 Cosponsors                        Pro-arts position:           Co-Sponsored Yes

9

The U.S. House of Representatives 

Cosponsored H.R. 5019, the Creative Economy Revitalization Act (CERA). This bill would require the Department
of Labor to award grants to government and nonprofit agencies to provide programs that employ individuals and
provide public access to art or arts programming.

Date: As of 8/31/2022                            Result: 20 Cosponsors                         Pro-arts position:           Co-Sponsored Yes

     10

Cosponsored H.R. 7627, the Advancing Equity Through the Arts and Humanities Act. This bill would create a
program under the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities to provide
grants to increase engagement with public and nonprofit entities, including faith-based and community-based
organizations, that serve and are led by people of color and support projects that combat racism.

Date: As of 8/20/2022                             Result:  22 Cosponsors                       Pro-arts position:           Co-Sponsored Yes

     11

Cosponsored H.R. 6381, the Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the Economy
(CREATE) Act would support artists, entrepreneurs, and workers in growing their businesses, accessing federal SBA
resources and funding, and expanding their networks with local communities. 

Date: As of 8/31/2022                            Result: 15 Cosponsors                        Pro-arts position:           Co-Sponsored Yes

     12

Cosponsored H.R 6569, the Promoting Local Arts and Creative Economy Workforce Act (PLACE). The bill would
empower creative workers, help foster growth in new and existing businesses, and promote the export of American
culture abroad by focusing on the creative economy across government agencies.

Date: As of 8/31/2022                              Result: 8 Cosponsors                             Pro-arts position:           Co-Sponsored Yes

    13

Extra credit for arts leadership activity such as being the sponsor or original cosponsor of arts legislation,
circulating "Dear Colleague" letters, and leading caucuses, committees and party leadership to advance the arts.

Date: As of 8/31/2022                               Result: 54 Members**                         Pro-arts leadership:            Yes

    14

*

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or join caucuses, but
many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of ways. 

** Signifies a key arts indicator that will automatically earn a thumbs up          arts grade.  Additionally, any combination of at least two other pro-
arts positions will earn a thumbs up          arts grade.

A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4750
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5581
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5019
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7627?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+7627%22%2C%22HR%22%2C%227627%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6381
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6569/cosponsors


             indicates pro-arts position                    indicates opposition or no action taken                    non-voting member, n/a due to leadership position, or no longer in office
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STATE
District

2022 U.S. Rep. (Party) Notes as of 8/31/2022 2022 
Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14Red = Pro-Arts Member

The U.S. House of Representatives 



             indicates pro-arts position                    indicates opposition or no action taken                    non-voting member, n/a due to leadership position, or no longer in office
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STATE
District

2022 U.S. Rep. (Party) Notes as of 8/31/2022 2022 
GradeRed = Pro-Arts Member

The U.S. House of Representatives 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14



             indicates pro-arts position                    indicates opposition or no action taken                    non-voting member, n/a due to leadership position, or no longer in office
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2022 U.S. Rep. (Party) Notes as of 8/31/2022 2022 
GradeRed = Pro-Arts Member

The U.S. House of Representatives 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14



             indicates pro-arts position                    indicates opposition or no action taken                    non-voting member, n/a due to leadership position, or no longer in office
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GradeRed = Pro-Arts Member

The U.S. House of Representatives 
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             indicates pro-arts position                    indicates opposition or no action taken                    non-voting member, n/a due to leadership position, or no longer in office
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SENATE ARTS LEADERSHIP EXTRA CREDIT DESIGNATIONS

Save our Stages Act (SOS): We would like to acknowledge the lead sponsor Senator John Cornyn (R-TX)

and the original cosponsor Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN). 

 

Save our Stages Extension Act (SOS Extension): We would like to acknowledge the lead sponsor

Senator John Cornyn (R-TX) and the original cosponsor Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN). 

 

Creative Economy Revitalization Act (CERA): We would like to acknowledge the lead sponsor Senator
Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM) and the three original cosponsors Senators Heinrich (D-NM), Padilla (D-CA), and

Gillibrand (D-NY). 

 

Performing Arts Parity Tax Act (PAPTA): We would like to acknowledge the lead sponsor Senator Mark
Warner (D-VA) and the original cosponsor Senator Bill Hagerty (R-TN).  

 

Promoting Local Arts and Creative Economy Workforce Act (PLACE): We would like to acknowledge

the lead sponsor Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI) and the four original cosponsors Senators Gillibrand (D-

NY), Feinstein (D-CA), Klobuchar (D-MN), and Whitehouse (D-RI).  

 

Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the Economy Act (CREATE):
We would like to acknowledge the lead sponsor Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI) and the original cosponsor

Senator John Cornyn (R-TX). 

 

Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee hearing on Examining the Impact of
COVID-19 on the Live Entertainment Industry on 12/15/2020: Chaired by Senator Jerry Moran (R-KS),

the following members spoke in support of the Save our Stages Act, including Senators Blumenthal (D-

CT), Blackburn (R-TN), Cantwell (D-WA), Rosen (D-NV), and Tester (D-MT). 
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The U.S. Senate 



Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) serves as an ex-officio member of the National Council on the Arts. 

 

Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) supports and promotes work done by the NEA and NEH through the

Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee.  

 

Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) serves as Co-Chair of the Senate Cultural Caucus. 

 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) chairs the Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and has helped

allocate consistent funding increases for the NEA and NEH. 

 

Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) chairs the Senate Appropriations Committee and has helped secure funding

increases for the NEA and NEH.  

 

Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR) chairs the Senate Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and has helped allocate

consistent funding increases for the NEA and NEH.  

 

Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI) serves on both the Senate Interior and the Senate Labor-Health Appropriations

Subcommittees to help advance funding and policies for the arts and arts education. He is the Co-Chair of

the Senate Cultural Caucus and has led the Dear Colleague Letters FY’22 and FY’23 NEA/NEH funding.  

 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) is a lifelong advocate of supporting the arts and a dedicated supporter of

increased NEA/NEH and arts education funding.  

 

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) is the Senate Majority Leader and the parliamentarian who ensured

inclusion of the $14.5 billion Save Our Stages Act into final passage of the COVID-19 Economic Aid Act. 

 

Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL) serves as Chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee and ensured that the

Appropriations Committee advanced strong bipartisan bills to support the arts and humanities. 
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The U.S. Senate 

SENATE ARTS LEADERSHIP EXTRA CREDIT FOR ADDITIONAL REASONS 



HOW TO READ THE U.S. SENATE ARTS SUPPORT  INDICATORS

Membership in the Senate Cultural Caucus (arts & humanities) as of August 31, 2022. The list is maintained by
Caucus Co-Chairs Senators Jack Reed (D-RI) and Susan Collins (R-ME). 

Date: 8/31/2022                                      Result: 36 Members                                 Pro-arts position:         Member Yes

1

Cosponsored S. 4258, the Save Our Stages Act (SOS). This legislation authorized the Small Business
Administration to make grants eligible to live venue operators, performing arts organizations, movie theaters,
museums, producers, promoters, and talent representatives to address the economic effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on certain live venues. This legislation was passed in 2020.

Date: 12/31/2020                                     Result: 59 Cosponsors **                 Pro-arts position:          Co-Sponsored Yes

2

Cosponsored S. 2889, the Save Our Stages Extension Act (SOS Extension). Introduced on September 29, 2021,
this bill would have extended the time frame during which Shuttered Venue Operators Grant recipients may use
grant funds to cover their expenses to March 11, 2023. The original legislation, the Save Our Stages Act,
authorized the Small Business Administration to make grants to eligible live venue operators, producers,
promoters, or talent representatives to address the economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on certain live
venues through June 30, 2022. The SOS Extension Act was never passed. 

Date: 06/30/2022                                     Result: 19 Cosponsors **                 Pro-arts position:         Co-Sponsored Yes

3
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The U.S. Senate 

Signed an FY'23 "Dear Colleague" letter on May 22, 2022, asking Senate appropriators to support a funding level
of "at least" $204 million for the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the
Humanities each. The letter was initiated by Senate Cultural Caucus Co-Chair Senator Jack Reed (D-RI). 

Date: 5/22/2022                                        Result: 44 Signatories **                   Pro-arts position:         Signed Yes

4

Signed an FY'22 "Dear Colleague" letter on June 24, 2021, asking Senate appropriators to support a funding
level of "at least" $204 million for the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the
Humanities each. The letter was initiated by Senate Cultural Caucus Co-Chair Senator Jack Reed (D-RI). 

Date: 6/24/2021                                      Result: 40 Signatories **                    Pro-arts position:        Signed Yes

5

*

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or join caucuses, but
many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of ways. 

** Signifies a key arts indicator that will automatically earn a thumbs up          arts grade.  Additionally, any combination of at least two other pro-
arts positions will earn a thumbs up          arts grade.

A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4258#:~:text=This%20bill%20authorizes%20the%20Small,pandemic%20on%20certain%20live%20venues
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2889?s=1&r=71
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy-2023-dear-colleague-nea-52722
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy-2023-dear-colleague-nea-52722
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy-2023-dear-colleague-nea-52722
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy-2023-dear-colleague-nea-52722
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy22-dear-colleague-nea-62421
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy22-dear-colleague-nea-62421
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy22-dear-colleague-nea-62421
https://www.artsactionfund.org/senate-fy22-dear-colleague-nea-62421


HOW TO READ THE U.S. SENATE ARTS SUPPORT  INDICATORS
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Cosponsored S. 2858, the Creative Economy Revitalization Act (CERA). This legislation would require the
Department of Labor to award grants to government and nonprofit agencies to provide programs that employ
individuals and provide public access to art or arts programming.

Date: 8/31/2022                                 Result: 5 Cosponsors                                 Pro-arts position:          Co-Sponsored Yes

6

Cosponsored S. 2872, the Performing Arts Parity Tax Act (PAPTA) would reinstate and update the Qualified
Performing Artist tax deduction to allow additional lower and middle-income performing artists to deduct the
costs of expenses incurred in the course of their employment. This bill would increase the income ceiling from
$16,000/year to $100,000/yr for individuals and $200,000/yr for married joint filers. 

Date: 8/31/2022                                 Result: 15 Cosponsors                            Pro-arts position:            Co-Sponsored Yes

7

Cosponsored S. 3560, the Promoting Local Arts and Creative Economy Workforce Act of 2022 (PLACE) Act. The
bill would empower creative workers, help foster growth in new and existing businesses, and promote the export
of American culture abroad by focusing on the creative economy across government agencies.

Date: 8/31/2022                                 Result: 5 Cosponsors                               Pro-arts position:            Co-Sponsored Yes

8

Cosponsored S. 3521, the Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the Economy
Act (CREATE) bill would support artists, entrepreneurs, and workers in growing their businesses, accessing
federal SBA resources and funding, and expanding their networks with local communities. 

Date: 8/31/2022                                  Result: 2 Cosponsors                               Pro-arts position:            Co-Sponsored Yes

9

Extra credit for arts leadership activity such as being the sponsor or original cosponsor of arts legislation,
circulating "Dear Colleague" letters, and leading caucuses, committees and party leadership to advance the arts.

Date: 8/31/2022                                   Result: 27 Members **                          Pro-arts leadership:          Yes

  10

*

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or join caucuses, but
many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of ways. 

** Signifies a key arts indicator that will automatically earn a thumbs up          arts grade.  Additionally, any combination of at least two other pro-
arts positions will earn a thumbs up          arts grade.

A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2858
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2872?s=1&r=63
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3560
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3521?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22create+act+schatz%22%2C%22create%22%2C%22act%22%2C%22schatz%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1


    indicates pro-arts position                     indicates opposition or no action taken                     not in office or n/a due to a congressional leadership position

The U.S. Senate 
U.S. Senator 2022 Party

State
Notes as of 8/31/2022

2022 
Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Page 18                                                                                                                         2022 CONGRESSIONAL ARTS REPORT CARD

Red = Pro-Arts Member



    indicates pro-arts position                     indicates opposition or no action taken                     not in office or n/a due to a congressional leadership position

U.S. Senator 2022 Party
State

Notes as of 8/31/2022
2022 
Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2022 CONGRESSIONAL ARTS REPORT CARD                                                                                                                           Page 19 

The U.S. Senate 

Red = Pro-Arts Member



Americans for the Arts Action Fund PAC is the only national bipartisan political action
committee dedicated to supporting pro-arts federal candidates in the elections. This direct
support to pro-arts candidates from PAC contributions is one of the most effective ways to
help shape public policy. Members of Congress know that the types of PACs connected to
membership organizations, like ours, represent an activist voting constituency as well.

By contributing to the Arts Action Fund PAC, you will send a message to candidates that
arts advocates will support elected leaders who will stand up for equitable public policies to
provide individuals and families affordable access to all forms of the arts and every child’s
right to a comprehensive, high quality arts education. Your contribution will also help us
more effectively rally national support against attacks to the arts, as well as build the
necessary influence to ensure bipartisan support for the arts. You can contribute to the
Arts Action Fund PAC online at ArtsActionFund.org/formassembly/fa_form/120. 

For questions about this report, please contact Arts Action Fund and PAC Executive
Director Nina Ozlu Tunceli at ntunceli@artsusa.org.  For more information, please visit our
website at www.ArtsActionFund.org.

The Congressional Arts Report Card 2022 is paid for by the Americans for the
Arts Action Fund PAC and is not authorized by any candidate or candidate’s
committee. www.ArtsActionFund.org/ReportCard

1275 K Street NW ·  Suite 1200 · Washington, DC 20005 ·  T 202.371.2830 ·  @ArtsActionFund ·  www.ArtsActionFund.org

https://www.artsactionfund.org/formassembly/fa_form/120
http://artsusa.org/
http://www.artsactionfund.org/
https://www.artsactionfund.org/artsvote
https://www.artsactionfund.org/learn/congressional-arts-report-card

